
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Kaupakapaka Principal Application – February 2018                                                                        Page 1 

Kaukapakapa School Description 
Location 

Kaukapakapa School is a Full Primary School and is located in the village of Kaukapakapa on the 
Kaipara Coast Highway.  We are a semi-rural community about 50km northwest of Auckland but 
only 15 minutes from Silverdale and the Northern Motorway. 

History 

Kaukapakapa School was founded in 1873 and remains on its original site.  Roll growth has seen 
the school undergo much development in the past 10 years.  It now boasts a new administration 
building and library, 12 new classrooms (6 ground level and 6 upstairs) and 4 prefabs which are 
scheduled for refurbishment in the near future.  A 25m swimming pool is used daily by all 
classrooms during the summer and also by the community. 

Our Staff 

Staffing at Kaukapakapa School has been very stable for many years – we are a “family”.  We have 
11 teachers (5 have been with us more than 10 years).  Along with our Principal, there is a Deputy 
Principal and two of our Syndicate Leaders who comprise our management team.  We also have 
an Office Manager, Administration Assistant, Librarian, 3 Teacher Aides, a Cleaner and a 
Caretaker. 

From cleaner to principal, we are a team who support each other and enjoy working together.  
Our life and professional experience are as varied as they are valued; this is an ethos we proudly 
model to our students. 

 
This extends into our collaborative and reflective planning and teaching across syndicate levels, 
as well as some whole school topics / events.  Our planning is needs-focussed, with the target to 
move our students forward to being independent learners, problem solvers and creative thinkers. 

 
Our staff are forward thinkers who make an effort to stay current as educators, always reflect on 
their teaching practices and who are committed to providing enjoyable and effective learning 
experiences to our students. We have never stood still and waited for the future to find us. In 
recent years our staff have enthusiastically embraced professional development in Reading, 
Writing, Spelling and Mathematics. In particular we have embraced and adapted the teaching of 
Mrs. Gaye Byers (Literacy Consultant, Northland) in developing a school wide programme that 
has given our students the confidence and skills to help them find success when they finally move 
on. 
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Our Children 

Kaukapakapa School is a Decile 7 school and our students join us from 8.30am to 2.25pm each 
day.  The current school roll is approximately 300 and at our last ERO Review in 2015, our 
students identified as 76% NZ European, 17% Maori, and 7% Other. 

Kaukapakapa School has a reputation for striving for academic excellence and this is reflected in 
our outstanding results.  Sport also plays a big part in our school with strong school 
representation in both Touch Rugby and Netball at modules held in Helensville.  Over the years 
our school has been home to basketball, equestrian, hockey, rippa-rugby and rugby teams.  We 
hold swim sports, triathlon, cross-country and athletics, competing at interschool levels 
whenever possible. We regularly host Life Education, run D.A.R.E. programmes and bring in 
visiting artists, authors and sports people. We have marched and spoken at ANZAC Day 
commemorations, we have attended Blue Light Physical Competency Test Challenge Days and 
much more. It is important to us to provide a range of experiences that reflect the needs and 
interests of the students before us. 

Our Year 7 and Year 8 students complete technology modules at Kaipara College in Helensville. 

Over the past few years the Board has undertaken to provide as many students as possible with 
digital learning devices.  Currently, all Year 5-8 students have a tablet for classroom use and 
Years 1-4 have classroom sets for students to share.  This is to ensure all our students are 
confident software users and have the opportunity to explore coding and robotics.  Staff have 
attended Ulearn conferences and taken courses with Mindlab. 

Education Outside the Classroom remains an important experience for us to provide to our 
students. All our classes are encouraged to find educational adventures to partake in, with our 
Year 3 to 8 students also enjoying overnight camps every year, to places like Arataki, Long Bay, 
Mangawhai, Piha, Hunua and even a full week in our capital city of Wellington for our senior 
classes on a biennial rotation. 

Our Community 

With the help of an amazing School Support Group all our classrooms are air-conditioned, a 
generous expanse of our concreted play area has been covered with a quality shade structure 
and all our students use a modern 25m swimming pool, daily, while weather permits. 

Community of Learning / Local School Relationships 

Kaukapakapa School is not currently involved in a Community of Learning (CoL).  Our 
involvement is one that the Board is very happy to re-evaluate with a new principal. 

With changes to local secondary school zones, Kaipara College is now the preferred choice of 
secondary school for most of our parents.  Both the Board and our community would like to see 
our relationship with the College developed further. 

THIS IS A SCHOOL WITH AN INSPIRING PAST AND A FUTURE FILLED WITH 
PROMISE. 


	Kaukapakapa School Description
	Location
	History
	Our Staff
	Our Children
	Our Community
	Community of Learning / Local School Relationships


